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City,” as it sits on top of the most pro-
ductive salt mine in North America. 
Visitors can go 650 feet below the sur-
face to the Kansas Underground Salt 
Museum (as shown on the cover of 
this issue). 

Fortunately, microbursts and torna-
does don’t regularly hit the Hutchin-
son area. 

“Just like California has their fires 
and earthquakes and the East Coast 
gets the hurricanes, we in the Mid-
west have our occasional severe 
weather,” Tyler says. “Most of the 
dangerous storms that hit [Kansas] 
don’t affect heavily populated areas. 
That being said, we certainly pay 
close attention to the weather fore-
casts and warnings.”

Coming back stronger
Tyler notes that storm-proofing an 

entire plant would be virtually impos-
sible, but the company did take the 
“opportunity” of the microburst dam-
age to rebuild its facility with up-to-
date construction methods to make it 
a much stronger building. 

Collins also upgraded its storm shel-
ters across the plant and significantly 
improved its parts department’s abil-
ity to support customers. 

The rebuilt office spaces include a new 
employee break room, training and con-
ference spaces, and a lobby that hous-
es Old #1, the first Collins small school 
bus, which was manufactured in 1967.

Currently, about 220 employees 
work in the Collins facility, which has 
a total of 265,000 square feet of produc-
tion space. 

The company’s three Type A brands 
— Collins Bus, Mid Bus and Corbeil — 
are all manufactured in the plant. It has 
the capacity to build about 4,000 buses 
per year.

Though the microburst wrought 
great damage on the Collins Bus Corp. 
facility, responding to it seems to have 
bolstered the company. 

“I think all the employees take pride 
in the rebuilt facility, especially in the 
way that they pulled together to keep 
the buses moving through the produc-
tion process in light of all the challenges 
after the storm,” Tyler says. “Our new 
entrance and signage is a huge visual 
reminder to everyone of the strength of 
our company.”                                     
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Collins’ bus manufacturing stayed at full production during the entire reconstruction of the facil-
ity, which lasted a year. 

Remarkably, the Collins Type A bus plant was 
back at full production one week after the 
microburst struck.


